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paraded liis sacrifice as an evidence of his sense of justice and
responsibility.
Archdeacon Coxe, writing in 1819, deals far more decor-
ously with the matter:
So handsome and accomplished an officer could not fail to be
entangled in the gallantries of a dissipated court. But we spare
the reader the detail of these irregularities, which arc doubtless
exaggerated by the licentious pens of that and subsequent times.
We shall barely advert to an ancedote which has obtained credit
relative to a connexion with the duchess of Cleveland, whom he
is accused of treating afterwards with the basest ingratitude.
The falsity of this talc will be sufficiently shown by the observa-
tion that it is originally drawn from so impure and questionable
a source as The New Atalantis. Admitting, however, that
Colonel Churchill might have experienced the liberality of the
duchess, we need not seek for the cause in an intercourse of
gallantry, since he had a strong claim to her protection from
affinity, being nearly related to her on the side of his mother,
who was her cousin.
Whatever may have been the conduct of Colonel Churchill
during the fervour of youth, and amidst the temptations of a
dissolute court, his irregularities soon yielded to the influence of
a purer passion, which recalled him from licentious connexions,
and gave a colour to his future life.1
It was reserved for Macaulay, writing in 18 5 8 in the pristine
vigour of Victorian propriety, to add a lurid colour to this
already sharply defined woodcut. " He was/' says Macaulay,
" thrifty in his very vices, and levied ample contributions on
ladies enriched by the spoils of more liberal lovers." " He
was kept by the most profuse, imperious, and shameless of
harlots." " He subsisted upon the infamous wages bestowed
upon him by the Duchess of Cleveland/7 He was " insatiable
of riches/' He was " one of the few who have in the bloom
of youth loved lucre more than wine or women, and who have,
at the height of greatness, loved lucre mote than power or
fame/* " All the precious gifts which nature had lavished
upon him he valued chiefly for what they would fetch/' " At
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